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Description 
While in Diagnostic & Molecular Pathology (DMP), students will observe and participate in all 
aspects of surgical pathology including grossing and histological assessment of surgical 
specimens, frozen sections, and autopsies. The level of involvement will depend on experience 
and aptitude. Students will be supervised by residents, fellows and staff pathologists. Students 
will participate in the daily surgical sign out sessions, weekly pathology conferences, and attend 
academic half-days. BC Children's Hospital: Pediatric Pathology: While at BCCH pathology, the 
learner will experience the general pathology workload of a pediatric and perinatal pathologist. 
This will include examining a wide variety of surgical pathology specimens in patients 0-18 years 
of age. Time will be spent reviewing placental pathology to understand the feto-maternal 
dynamic and health outcomes. Time will also be dedicated to reviewing autopsy pathology, 
including i) miscarriage specimens, ii) autopsy examination for terminations due to non-social 
indications, iii) stillbirth and neonatal autopsies, and less commonly iv) pediatric autopsies. If a 
med student wishes to spend 1 week at BC Children’s Hospital or at St. Paul’s Hospital during a 4 
week AP elective, please submit a request to pathology.medundergrad@pathology.ubc.ca at 
least 4 weeks before the start of the elective. All requests are subject to availability. 
Objectives 
Students will be able to: 
1. Describe the operations of diagnostic and molecular pathology including gross and
microscopic techniques, frozen sections and autopsies;
2. Develop the student's knowledge of the pathology of disease;
3. Describe the roles of various pathologists as members of the health care team;
4. Assess their interest in pathology as a specialty.
Academic Activities
The student will attend Academic Half-Day on Thursday mornings and will attend all appropriate
teaching and clinical rounds offered at the site during their elective.



Special Features 
For the 4 week electives only, and subject to availability, a learner may spend 1 week with 
Pediatric Pathology at BCCH and a few days with Neuropathology at VGH. This will be discussed 
when the student starts the elective. While at BCCW pathology, the learner will experience the 
general pathology workload of a pediatric and perinatal pathologist. This will include examining a 
wide variety of surgical pathology specimens in patients 0-18 years of age. Time will be spent 
reviewing placental pathology to understand the feto-maternal dynamic and health outcomes. 
Time will also be dedicated to reviewing autopsy pathology, including i) miscarriage specimens, 
ii) autopsy examination for terminations due to non-social indications, iii) stillbirth and neonatal
autopsies, and less commonly iv) pediatric autopsies.


