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Description 
The elective in Forensic Pathology (FP) and Surgical Pathology (SP) is designed to enable medical 
students the opportunity to learn more about forensic pathology, a subspecialty of anatomical 
pathology. The elective will focus on forensic autopsy pathology (gross and microscopic) and the 
role of forensic pathology in medicolegal death investigation. Students will review case histories 
and formulate differential diagnoses for potential causes of death. They will participate in 
autopsies with forensic pathologists and the examination of organs, learning how to recognize 
and diagnose diseases and injuries. Students will review histology specimens from forensic 
autopsies and gain experience in interpreting forensic toxicological studies with the opportunity 
to visit a forensic toxicology laboratory. Students will be supervised by staff forensic pathologists. 
Students will participate in daily afternoon case conferences. The daily schedule will generally 
involve autopsies in the mornings and case conferences and time for reading in the afternoons. 
Objectives 
Students will be able to: 
The overall goal of the elective in Forensic Pathology is to introduce medical students to a 
fascinating subspecialty of anatomical pathology and familiarize students with the role of 
forensic pathology in medicolegal death investigation.  
Specific objectives are as follows:  
1. To familiarize students with the role of forensic pathology in medicolegal death investigations; 
2. To become familiar with the duties of forensic pathologists and forensic pathology as a career;  
3. To enhance the students’ knowledge of gross and microscopic pathology and anatomy;  
4. To teach students how to diagnose injuries in the post-mortem setting;  
5. To teach students how to interpret toxicology results in the context of forensic autopsies, 
 


